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Be “in-the-know” about Newtown Elementary School’s common procedures. For 
detailed information, read the principal’s NES Student/Parent Handbook, available 
on the NES homepage. 

 
 

 Q. How will I find out my child’s teacher assignment, schedule, and bus information?   
Get to know the Home Access Center (HAC). This very important online tool is accessible on the NES 
website, or directly at https://hac.crsd.org/homeaccess. You will use HAC to view your child’s 
registration information and attendance records, report absences, learn who your child’s teacher will 
be, and view bus assignments, report cards, and student schedules. Go to the link and register as a 
new user, then follow the directions when prompted. Email HACSupport@crsd.org if you encounter 
system problems. For registration questions, email registration@crsd.org or call 215-944-1091.  
Helpful hints: set up your HAC login and password early; system maintenance sometimes causes delays. 
Also, many parents like to know when their children are checked into school.  Under the “attendance 
tab,” you may click a box that says “alert me when attendance is entered for my student” and you will 
receive an automatic email when they are marked late or absent, etc. 
 
 

Q. How will I receive information from NES? 
Listserves: NES is “green” (i.e. paperless). Most information from school arrives via one-way 
email from the principal, the PTO and the school district. (Many teachers also send class 
updates and reminders via email to the class list). To stay informed, subscribe to each listserve 
by sending a blank email to: nes-join@listserv.crsd.org (principal’s listerve); ptones-
join@listserv.crsd.org (PTO); crsd-join@listserv.crsd.org (CRSD). 
 
 

Q. How will I get my child to and from school? 
Bus Stop: Check the “Registration” tab on HAC in late August for bus stop location, time and 
bus number assignment.  
 
Drop-off Procedures (car riders): Morning drop-off occurs between 8:45 AM and 9:10 AM.  After 
9:10 AM, students are considered late and must be signed-in at the main office. Obey the traffic 
pattern. Drop-off children only at the crosswalk. Parents must remain in their cars at all times.  See 
the NES Student Handbook for details.  
 
Afternoon Pickup (car riders): Regular car riders are issued a laminated car rider slip, which is kept at 
school for reuse. The pickup line forms at 3:15 PM and car riders are dismissed at 3:35 PM. Parents 
are issued a Parent Pick-up Pass (a gold placard with the family last name on it). Display the pass 
prominently on the dashboard or window in order to pick up your children. Helpful hints: during 

inclement weather, pack an umbrella because the pickup area is not covered. Also, if you need to be 
somewhere directly after school, get in line early! 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

http://www.crsd.org/Page/42705
https://hac.crsd.org/HomeAccess/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2fhomeaccess%2f
https://hac.crsd.org/homeaccess
mailto:HACSupport@crsd.org
mailto:nes-join@listserv.crsd.org
mailto:ptones-join@listserv.crsd.org
mailto:ptones-join@listserv.crsd.org
mailto:crsd-join@listserv.crsd.org
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Q. What happens if I need to change my student’s dismissal plan? 
If you know ahead of time that your pickup plans will differ from your routine, provide a written note 
or an email to the teacher. Alternately, you may fill out a gold Student Transport Slip/Car Rider Slip 
(copies are available in the school lobby or on the NES website) and send it to school in your child’s 
backpack. Teachers will check for and retrieve these notices from backpacks daily.  
 

If your plans change during the day (i.e. after drop-off), call or email the office directly. Do not email 
the teacher, since he/she is teaching and your message may not be received in time. 
 

Q. How do I report an absence? 
Email a written excuse to your child’s teacher and the main office attendance secretary (Mrs. Remar, 
nremar@crsd.org), or submit an Online Attendance Notification Form via the NES Website.  
 

Q. What if I need before and after-school child care? 
The school district provides busing to and from many area daycares. Fill out a Daycare Transportation 
Request Form (available via the CRSD homepage) and apply by August 1. Alternately, Champions is 
an independent extended day program that offers before and after school care. For information: 
www.discoverchampions.com. Helpful hint: Champions also provides a morning Kindergarten 

Enrichment program for PM Kindergarteners. Space is limited, so contact Champions ASAP if interested.  
 

Q. What happens in the event of inclement weather? 
If school is canceled or delayed, you will receive an automated call and an email from the 
superintendant’s office. Helpful hint: be sure your contact information is up-to-date in HAC. On delayed 
openings, the NES school day begins at 11:10AM. Morning and afternoon kindergarten classes 
alternate attendance on delayed openings. For example, on the first delay, AM would attend, and on 
the next delay, PM would attend. Pay attention to listserve announcements for specific directions.  
 

Q. How can my student purchase lunch? 
School lunch begins in first grade.  Student purchase lunch with an electronic debit account managed 
by MypaymentsPlus. Visit mypaymentsplus.com to register your student and load funds onto his/her 
account. Or, you may also set up your lunch account by sending a check (in an amount of your 
choice, made out to “CRSD Cafeteria Fund”) to school in an envelope, which will be forwarded 
directly to the cafeteria. Each student will be issued a unique code to memorize and use at checkout. 
Helpful hints: money can be categorized under “meal only” or “a la carte” options. “Meal only” means 
only a full lunch can be purchased.  Also, help your child memorize his/her six digit code—it will stay with 
them through twelfth grade! Balances carry over from year to year.  

 

Q. What supplies does my student need to start the year? 
General grade-level supply lists are posted on the NES website in August.  Teacher-specific supply 
lists are available via teacher websites shortly thereafter.  Helpful hint: each teacher has a website, 

accessible through NES homepage, under the Teachers Tab. Deliver your supplies to your child’s 
classroom during “Meet and Greets” in September. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (continued) 

mailto:nremar@crsd.org
http://www.crsd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=20339
http://www.crsd.org/cms/lib5/PA01000188/Centricity/Domain/2377/Transportation_Daycare_Form.pdf
http://www.crsd.org/cms/lib5/PA01000188/Centricity/Domain/2377/Transportation_Daycare_Form.pdf
http://www.discoverchampions.com/
http://www.discoverchampions.com/
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/


3 
 

You’ve made it through registration…now what? Here’s a look at what to expect in 
the upcoming months. 

 
 

MARCH Registration 
Incoming kindergarten and new first grade families (those who were not previously enrolled 
in NES kindergarten) begin the registration process for students either online, or at the 
Chancellor Center and NES. See http://www.crsd.org/Page/42706 for details. 
 

JUNE First Grade Welcome (i.e. this is for families registering for first grade) 
Current kindergarteners (i.e. rising first graders) and parents learn what to expect in first 
grade next year. An evening led by PTO volunteers; we visit first grade classrooms, the 
cafeteria, library, art and music rooms. 
 

 Kindergarten Welcome (i.e. this is for families registering for kindergarten) 
Incoming kindergarteners and new parents visit kindergarten classrooms and the playground 
in the afternoon. This is a fun, easy-going, stress-free first look! Save your serious questions 
for Orientation in August…Kindergarten Welcome is a very casual visit meant to put everyone 
at ease! 
 

AUGUST Kindergarten Orientation/Meet and Greet 
Occurring shortly before the new school year begins in the afternoon, children meet their 
teachers, visit classrooms for an activity, and find their nametag, seats and cubbies. Parents 
hear a presentation in the cafeteria, then join students in the classroom. Students take their 
first bus ride around the parking lot. Parents may drop off kindergarten school supplies. 
 

 Meet and Greets 
Students and Parents in Grades 1-6 meet assigned teachers, visit their classrooms and may 
drop off school supplies. Typically occurs in the afternoon. 
 

SEPTEMBER Back to School Night 
Mr. King’s kickoff to the school year on an evening during the first weeks of school. Please 
arrange for childcare as this is a parent-only event. Mr. King introduces staff members and 
gives a presentation in the cafeteria. Parents break-off into classroom groups to meet 
teachers.  Helpful hints: PTO Class Dues (which fund four class parties throughout the year) are 

due to Homeroom Coordinators on BTS Night. Pay close attention to listserves for details. Also, 
sign-ups take place here for November Parent-Teacher conferences, so bring your calendar! 
 

NOVEMBER Parent-Teacher Conferences 
A twenty minute meeting between parents and the teacher, to discuss student’s progress. 
Helpful hint: Conference sign-ups occur at Back-to-School night. Be prompt to your conference! 

 

NES Orientation Timeline 

http://www.crsd.org/Page/42706
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The NES school year is packed with fun! Below are some typical PTO and school 
events that you’ll want to have on your radar. Stay tuned to the listserves for 
information! 
 
SEPTEMBER Back-to-School Picnic 

Organized by the PTO, an evening of fun, food and music for the whole family, 
taking place at NES on the blacktop near the playground. 
 

OCTOBER Picture Day 
Individual and class school portraits taken. Details about poses, order forms and 
retakes will be sent home. A second Picture Day occurs in the Spring. 
 

 Trunk-or-Treat 
NES families decorate the trunks of their cars and all students are invited to 
“trick or treat” in the NES parking lot. We aim to be peanut free.  DJ, food, and 
prizes for best trunk!  Typically one of the PTO’s best events of the year. 
 

 Halloween Class Parties and Parade 
Only HRCs and parents who are chosen in advance as party-volunteers may 
attend classroom parties. (Helpful hints: Volunteers are typically signed-up at 

Back-to-School night. Also, parties are funded by class dues, paid on Back-to-

School night.)  All families are invited to view the outdoor Halloween procession.  
Watch out for info on parties and parades via Mr. King’s email. 

  
DECEMBER Holiday Secret Shop/Winter Village 

Hosted by the PTO, an event where children “secretly” purchase small gifts for 
family members. On alternate years, NES has incorporated the marketplace into 
Winter Village, a family fun evening. Adorable, fun, festive and a school 
fundraiser. 

 Winter Class Parties 
 

JANUARY Council Rock Education Week 
Parents are invited to visit their students’ classrooms over the week to see 
firsthand what goes on, and to attend education-themed workshops.  Look out 
for information via email from Mr. King. Teachers will often email their 
lesson/daily schedule, so you may plan your visit. 
 
Science Fair 
Sponsored by the PTO. Students participate on a voluntary basis and may do 
individual, group or family projects. Classes view the fair during the school day 
and families are invited to the fair in the evening. 
 

  

NES Social Calendar  



5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
FEBRUARY Valentine’s Class Parties 

 
 

MARCH A Night with your Knight/Son-Plus-One (month varies) 
Organized by the PTO, a special outing for NES boys and their mothers or other 
special adult role models in their lives.  Past years have included bowling, 
baseball games, dance party, etc. 
 

 Sweetheart Dance (month varies) 
Organized by the PTO, a special dinner dance for NES girls and their fathers, 
grandfathers, uncles or other special adult role models. 
 
 

MAY Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week 
Organized by the PTO, a week in early May for students and families to express 
our gratitude to NES teachers. Traditionally, families contribute items to a salad 
bar, write notes/cards of appreciation, decorate the school and sponsor raffles. 
Volunteers always needed and appreciated! 
 

 Spring Fling 
A family-friendly bash featuring games, crafts, music and more!  The biggest PTO 
fundraiser of the year. 
 
 

JUNE Field Day 
Organized by Mrs. Bloom, our physical education teacher, an all-day school 
event for students featuring relay races, tug-of-war, games and contests. 
Families are invited to the field to watch the fun! 
 

 End-of-Year Class Party 

NES Social Calendar (continued) 

For the latest event 

information, visit us at: 

NESPTO.COM 
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Newtown Elementary School is guided by four themes: RESPECT, COOPERATION, 
RESPONSIBILITY and SPORTSMANSHIP. Mr. King and the NES staff promote these themes in 

many ways throughout the year. You may see your child coming home with a Knight’s Honor—a 
golden recognition ticket for making good choices and following our four themes.   
 

NES has an active PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) that plans community-building 
and family-fun events, educational programs and fundraisers throughout the year. 
Get involved—we’d love to see you at our meetings and events! Visit NESPTO.com. 

Structure: The PTO is comprised of six elected Executive Board members, Homeroom Coordinators 
(HRCs), and the general body (i.e. the whole school). All NES Families are automatic members of the 
PTO general body. There is no fee to join, and all members have voting rights. 

“HRC” (Homeroom Coordinator): two parent volunteers are chosen in each classroom to help 
organize class parties (4 per year: Halloween, Winter, Valentines, End of Year).  HRCs collect “class 
dues” from each family at Back to School Night. 

Meetings: The PTO General Body meets monthly in the PTO library.    

Communication:  The PTO posts information frequently on the PTO Listserve, Facebook, and through 
the monthly Knightly News (PTO newsletter).  

Signup Genius: a free online tool frequently used at Newtown Elementary that allows volunteers to 
“sign up” for events. Event organizers (i.e. teachers, PTO committees, etc.) using this application will 
“invite” you to a signup over email. You can then set up a free account and follow instructions to 
participate.  

Events: The PTO organizes family-friendly events throughout the year to raise funds and build 
community. Typical events include the Back to School Picnic, Trunk-or-Treat, NES Holiday Secret Shop, 
Sweetheart Dance (Daughter +1), Son Plus One/Night with your Knight (an outing for NES boys and a 
parent), Science Fair and Spring Fling.  

Fundraising: We collect BoxTops, partner with local and online stores, sell Kidstuff coupon books, and 
hold events to raise funds for Newtown Elementary.  Raised monies fund school programs (Time for 
Kids, homework books), educational programs and assemblies, facility improvement projects (murals, 
playground equipment, patio addition, etc.), and more.  

See also: NES-at-a-Glance (a helpful glossary of NES terms), available via the NES/PTO homepage. 

 

 

If you have questions—about anything—always ask! 
Call any time to schedule a conference with your teacher or principal. 
We hope this guide has given you a warm welcome and an idea of what to 
expect in the months ahead. The PTO wishes your family many happy years 
at Newtown Elementary School! 

School Culture & PTO 

http://www.crsd.org/cms/lib5/PA01000188/Centricity/Domain/2884/NES%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf

